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British Sugar at a glance

▪ 4 advanced manufacturing plants 

processing sugar beet in the UK

‒ Bury, Cantley, Newark and Wissington 

and head office in Peterborough

‒ Over 3,000 growers

‒ Lowest cost sugar processor in the EU

▪ A major contributor to UK 

economy, especially in the East 

Midlands and East Anglia

‒ In 2015 farmers received ~£320m in 

receipts from British Sugar

‒ Total spend on goods and services was 

in excess of £600m

‒ Paid more than £200m in corporation 

tax in past five years

‒ Support a further 9,500 jobs in the UK 

economy

▪ More than simply sugar

‒ Power generation for a city the size of Peterborough

‒ Fuel ethanol, animal feed, topsoil, pharmaceuticals, 

betaine…

▪ A valuable part of UK agriculture

‒ Profitable, reliable part of arable rotation

‒ Aids soil health, pest and weed control

‒ Positive sustainability story
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Supporting British Agriculture

• Working in partnership with our growers we have increased sugar 

beet yields in the UK by more than 25% in the past ten years and by 

50% in the past three decades

• UK beet production occupies over 100,000 hectares of UK farmland

• Eight million tonnes of sugar beet is supplied to British Sugar 

factories annually

• The beet sugar supply chain is concentrated in rural areas and 

directly involves 7,000 different businesses including 3,000 farming 

businesses

• Research and education in sugar beet by the British Beet Research 

Organisation (BBRO), jointly funded by British Sugar and the 

growers, with over £2m of investment per annum

• We negotiate annual prices and seek to work in partnership with the 

National Farmers Union through NFU Sugar 

‘UK Beet yields are 

consistently ranked in 

the EU top quartile 

and have been rising 

faster than those of 

any other UK arable 

crop since 1980’
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The benefits of sugar beet on the farm

• A valuable crop within arable rotation and complements 

cereals and other combinable crops, providing an 

effective way of managing cultivation, weed control and 

nutrients on the farm

• It can significantly reduce the pest and disease levels and 

improve the organic matter of soils on the farm

• Farm labour can be spread evenly over the year, as the 

drilling and harvesting periods for sugar beet complement 

the workload of other arable crops

• Sugar beet fields create important resources for wildlife, 

in particular rare species of bird such as pink footed geese 

which feed on remaining beet tops

• Sugar beet is 96% rain fed which means little or no 

irrigation is required, saving on valuable water resources ‘Sugar beet provides birdlife with 

cereal stubbles in the winter, and 

a nesting ground in the spring’.
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Our Sites

Head Office

Details
• Finance/HR/Management

Wissington

Details
• 335 permanent and seasonal 

employees 
• 1,000 UK growers supply over 

three million tonnes of sugar 
beet every year

• Largest beet sugar factory in 
the world

Cantley

Details
• 150 permanent and seasonal 

employees
• Over 700 growers supply over 

1.3 million tonnes of sugar beet 
every year

• Cantley was the first sugar 
factory built in the UK in 1912

Bury St Edmunds

Details

• 320 permanent and seasonal 

employees

• Over 700 growers supply 

over two million tonnes of 

sugar beet every year

• Bagged sugar packaging 

facility

Newark

Details

• 150 permanent and seasonal 

employees

• 700 growers supply 1.6 

million tonnes of sugar beet 

every year 

Peterborough

Head Office

169 employees
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Innovation is at our heart

Top facts

• We employ 1,400 people directly at our facilities 

and support up to 9,500 UK jobs in the wider 

economy

• We employ apprentices, graduates and 

experienced professionals for roles across the 

business and throughout the supply chain 

including engineers, accountants and project 

managers

• Over past 10 years, we have recruited and trained 

over 100 graduates and 90 apprentices

• Over the past twenty years, we have invested over 

£1bn  in our four advanced manufacturing plants

• Jointly, with our growers, we fund the British Beet 

Research Organisation, investing over £2 million a 

year in its programme of focused, near-market 

research.

‘British Sugar is the leading supplier of 

sugar to the UK and Irish food & 

beverage markets’
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An efficient operation on your doorstep that has virtually zero waste

More than just sugar
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We can produce over 30 different types of sugar from our homegrown sugar beet  

Homegrown 
granulated sugar

Mill
Screen
(sieve) Dissolve

Hydrolyse 
(inversion)

Blend and Mix

Add cane 
Molasses

Icing Sugars
Caster & other 

screened sugars Brown Sugars Liquid Sugar Invert Syrups and blends
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In addition to the 30 different types of sugar from our homegrown sugar beet, 

we can also source another 20 from around the world
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We have a compelling story at British Sugar…

• Investment in R&D 

through the BBRO – 25% 

yield increase in ten 

years

• Red Tractor / SAI Silver 

accreditation

• Exploring greater 

collaboration and 

innovation with our 

supply chain 

• Making Sense of Sugar 

• Recruiting apprentices 

and graduates - over 200 

in a decade

• Supporting our local 

communities - over 

£150,000 donated to 

local groups and 

activities in five years

• Reduced energy 

consumption, per tonne 

of sugar produced, by 

25% since 1990

• Less than 200 grams of 

waste for each tonne of 

sugar produced

• 18% reduction in fresh 

water use over the past 

four years

Working towards – new stretching targets, focus on plastics, supply chain
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Making Sense of Sugar

Launched in 2014, Making Sense of Sugar helps 

inform and educate people about sugar and the 

role it can play as part of a healthy balanced 

diet. Our aim is to provide factual information 

based on robust science for everyone, so that 

we can all make informed choices about what 

we choose to consume. 

Follow us @senseofsugar

www.makingsenseofsugar.com
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#BackBritishSugar

Creating a level playing field for the British beet sugar industry

What can you do to show your support?

• Buy homegrown British Sugar – look out for the Silver Spoon 

brand

• Show your support for a great British industry on Twitter 

(@BritishSugar) 

• or Instagram (@BackBritishSugar) using #BackBritishSugar
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Thank You

www.absugar.com 

www.britishsugar.com

For more information, please visit:

https://www.absugar.com/
http://www.britishsugar.com/
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APPENDIX



What we make and how we make the most of it
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Thank you

For more information on our businesses, please visit the following: 

www.absugar.com 

/ab-sugar@ABSugarplc

https://www.absugar.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ab-sugar
https://twitter.com/absugarplc

